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Souvenir photo of the awardees (L-R) Ms. Palermo, Ms. Matawaran, Ms. San  
Gabriel, Ms. Subaldo, and Ms. Balbin  

Lucila B. Adriano  

Last May 11, 2018, the    
University of Santo Tomas 
(UST) together with the UST 
Faculty Union (USTFU) gave 
recognition to their faculty 
members for their contribu-
tions and accomplishments. 
This year’s theme was 

It was held at the UST     
Medicine Auditorium, St. 
Martin de Porres Building. 
 

The event was attended by 
several UST administrators 
and faculty members. A       
message of appreciation 
was given by the Very Rev. 
Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy, 
OP, rector of the University. 

The honorary speaker was Fr. Clarence Victor C. Marquez, OP, rector 
and president of Colegio de San Juan de Letran in Intramuros, Manila 
and Abucay, Bataan. Fr. Marquez stressed that Thomasian teachers 
have the morality and ability in shaping the minds and hearts of the 
youth. 

“Ang Gurong   Tomasino: 
Puspos ng Biyaya,  Hatid 
ay Pagpapala.”  

cont’d on page 8 

Last May 23, 2018, the University of Santo Tomas   
Miguel de Benavides Library was able to get hold of a 
replica of Jose Rizal’s very own creation from the    
Paciano Rizal Family Heritage, Inc. Mrs. Ester Lopez 
Azurin, who is a great-grandchild of Rizal and Paciano, 
donated two (2) sets of game book through Mr. Ramon 
Roda, a retired professor of Spanish and Rizal Course 
from the UST College of Commerce. The game book 
was entitled Haec Est Sibylla Cumana = This Is Sibylla 
Cumana: A Book of Oracles Created in Dapitan, by     
Dr. Jose Rizal.  
 

Haec Est Sibylla Cumana was named after an imagi-
nary fortune-teller from Latin literature. Rizal hand-

written 52 questions and 416 answers 
originally written in Spanish translation 
for this oracle-game and  supplemented 
with a three-inch wooden top. It has a 
separate English translation by Ms. Gem-
ma Cruz Araneta and also a Filipino 
translation by Virgilio Almario.  
 

The following day, another donor,       
Mr. Allen Christian Garcia personally 
gave a copy of his book entitled 
“NeuroTribes: the Legacy of Autism and 
the Future of Neurodiversity,” by Steve 
Silberman. Mr. Garcia is a 4th year              
Applied Mathematics student and is a 

cont’d on page 7 
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Lib Talks  
Last April 26-27, 2018, UST Librarians Ma. Victoria Acuña 
and Kristi Ma. Fevie Macasaet attended the 12th Davao 
Online and Information seminar with the theme 
“Empowering Librarians.” This was held at the Marco Polo 
Hotel, Davao City sponsored by Megatext Phil., Inc.   

The event was divided into three key sessions that aimed 
to discuss the following objectives: first, to provide an  
avenue for librarians to grow professionally through global 
publishing opportunities; second, to acquire basic 
knowledge on how to properly manage their financial  
directions; and third, to explore the benefits of union   
cataloging.   

The first session entitled “Guide to Getting Published in an 
International Journal” was about research and publication. 
Mr. Carlos Eclevia and Ms. Mechelle Caindoy from Emerald 
Publishing discussed the guidelines and benefits of       
publishing journal articles. This was followed by Ms.      
Annabelle Acedera sharing her personal experience in 
publishing her research.     

The second session about “financial management” was 
discussed by Prof. Marilou Baarde, Ph.D. from Ateneo de 
Davao University. She stressed the importance of financial 
literacy in developing stability; thus, she shared tips about 
the financial planning process, budgeting, financial     
strategizing, and prudent resource utilization.  

On the day that followed, participants were given the 
chance to meet various resource providers to learn more 
about their products and services. Afterwards, Mr. Gary 
Mendoza of Megatext Phil., Inc., facilitated the last session 

Kristi Ma. Fevie V. Macasaet  

cont’d on page 8 

cont’d on page 8 

Jonas T. Sahagun  

To be informed of the Legal Education Board (LEB) memorandum 
order for academic law libraries, the author attended, as representative 
of the UST Miguel de Benavides Library, the Philippine Group of 
Law Librarians, Inc. (PGLL) seminar held at Hotel Essensia, 
Dumaguete City last April 4-6, 2018. The theme of the seminar 
was “Legal Research: mentoring information professionals 
across generations.” One of the primary topics for discussion 
was the LEB Memorandum Order (LEBMO) No. 16, Series of 
2018 which states policies, standards, and guidelines for the 
academic law libraries.  
 

Atty. Emerson Aquende, LEB chairman, discussed the LEB in 
general, its composition and functions and most importantly, 
selected sections of the LEBMO No. 16. He wanted to reach-out 
and challenge the academic law librarians to use these       

cont’d on page 8 Anna Rita L. Alomo  

The 10th CE-Logic National Conference with the theme       
“21st Century Libraries as Collaborative Environments: How 
Librarians, Researchers, Teachers, and Extensionists Shape 
Learning” was held last May 10-11, 2018 at the Seda Hotel, 
Vertis North. More than 100 library and information specialists 
from various universities and colleges nationwide joined the 
event. Ms. Ma. Cecilia D. Lobo, chief librarian and Ms. Anna 
Rita L. Alomo, head, Health Sciences Library, represented the 
University of Santo Tomas Miguel de Benavides Library. 

The first lecture was entitled “Elevating the quality of education    
and research through the use of intuitive technologies.” This was 
vigorously discussed by Ms. Olesya Pryymak, account manager of 
Grammarly, highlighting that the rapid acceleration of "intuitive 
technology" is providing a learning experience where learners inter-
act entirely with devices by using natural movements and gestures. 
The second lecture was about “The value of online library resources 
in research and innovation.” This topic was methodically explained 
by Dr. Menandro Berana, head, Library Faculty Committee, and the 

Posing for a souvenir photo are (L-R) Mrs. Rey, Mrs. Santos-Ong 
and Mr. Sahagun. 
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Ma. Victoria C. Acuña  

The University of Santo Tomas Miguel de Benavides     
Library and the Faculty of Pharmacy welcomed                
Ms. Pamela Oon, SciFinder Application Specialist, who 
discussed the different features of the SciFinder database 
and taught ways on how to maximize its use. This was 
held on March 13 and April 21, 2018 at the UST Library 
Internet station, and Faculty of Pharmacy computer     
laboratories A and B respectively. 
 
SciFinder is one of the premier resource tools for the 
Chemistry undergraduate and graduate students. It is       
a one-stop platform for 
searching relevant publica-
tions and for creating chemi-
cal structures and chemical 
reactions by using its inter-
active applications. Further, 
information on reaction path-
ways, chemical structures, 
property values, patents, 
commercial substances, and 
clinical trials are all available 
at SciFinder. 
 

It has been more than a year 
since the UST Library sub-
scribed to SciFinder under the 
initiative and coordination of Prof. Bernhard Egwolf,      
Dr. rer. nat., library coordinator of the College of Science 
and one of the key persons in the acquisition of the 
SciFinder in 2016. To justify its continuous usage, the   
Library’s Acquisitions section, with the help of the Faculty 
of Pharmacy, Libtech Philippines, SciFinder provider, and 
Ms. Oon, conducted an online survey. 
 

The survey yielded an over-
whelming 241 Pharmacy student-
respondents, majority of which are 
in their third year. The results are 
as follows: 
 

 240 students will be using 
again the SciFinder; 

 223 students or 90.9% will be 
using it again for 1 hour and/
or more; 

 1 out of 3 Pharmacy students 
found SciFinder helpful and 
easy to use; 

 1 out of 5 Pharmacy students will be using it for    
thesis purposes. 

 

According to students, SciFinder will make them an      
efficient researcher by gathering a massive amount of 
reliable chemical and pharmaceutical information in one 
single platform.    

Below are some of their personal statements: 
 

“It is an efficient way of acquiring more information. It 
differs from other online databases because I could narrow 
down the search in a more precise and accurate way. Even 
some information about the reactions and suppliers are 
very helpful.” 
 

"Having a legitimate and trustworthy site for researches is 
one of the greatest needs of students and I think SciFinder 
is the answer!“ 
 

"It's a whole new search engine 
indicated for all things that is 
chemistry. Definitely a helpful 
website for researchers.“ 
 

“Innovation among us students 
has already begun through this 
kind of storage info that will 
surely help us in thesis making.“ 
 

“It is so easy to use and we 
don't need to pay because it is 
included in our tuition fee.“ 
 

“This is very helpful for me since 
I am having a hard time search-
ing for structures.“ 
 

“I find SciFinder very useful especially to us who will be   
having our thesis. It lessens our time for research because it 
contains all we need to know in just a single click.“ 
 

“SciFinder is an accessible, complete and trusted website for 
searching chemicals.“ 

 

“I find it very useful for students like me who are not fond 
of going to the library. It's very      
convenient and easy to use.“ 
 

“I find SciFinder an essential tool for 
overcoming the difficulty when it 
comes to writing a thesis especially 
those related to chemical and      
pharmaceutical compounds.“ 
 

“I find it very helpful since a lot of   
articles are hard to find. Now we have 
a database that has all the articles and 
journals collected in it.“ 
 

These affirmations on the reliability, 
accessibility, and completeness of SciFinder secure the     
library that the database is definitely a usable and efficient 
tool for the students.  

 

 

“A pleasant mix of       
informative and          

user-friendly, this is a     
resource anyone who 

has even the          
slightest interest in 
chemistry can use.“ 

Ms. Pamela Oon as she presents the SciFinder. 
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“Mga Kawaning Tomasino: Namumuhay 
nang Banal, Naglilingkod nang may Pag-
mamahal” was the theme of the recently 
concluded 11th Hiyas ng UST Awards held last 
May 3, 2018 at the UST Medicine Auditorium.  

The first part of the program commenced 
with a Holy Mass with the Very Rev. Fr.     
Herminio V. Dagohoy, OP as the main        
celebrant together with Fathers Reynaldo 
Adalid, OP, Rolando Castro, OP, Roberto   
Luanzon, Jr., OP, Louie Coronel, OP, and Rodel 
Cansancio, OP. 

Rafael Travilla and Ma. Arleen Abad received 
the Service award for having served the    
University for 30 and 20 years, respectively. 

Special awards were given to deserving     
employees who have finished their graduate 
studies; those who passed the government 
board examinations; those who have         
presented a research paper in local and      
international conferences; and those who 
have not incurred tardiness in office      
attendance.  Daisy Mae Abolucion, Christian 
Barlan, Nemesio Magtaan, Michelle Pajarillo, 
Evangeline Panizal, and Jomar Tolentino from 
the Library have been recognized for their 
punctuality and complete attendance. 

One of the highlights of the “Hiyas” was      
the selection of the “Most Outstanding     
Employees.” The Library nominated Mr. 
Travilla for the Skilled category; Mr. Barlan, 
and Joel Palangan for the Technical category; 
and Ms.  Abolucion and Dolores Morante for 
the Professional category.  However, the   
winners of the 2018 “Most Outstanding    
Employees” were Raul Tindogan from the 
Institute of Physical Education and Athletics 
(Skilled category); Isagani Manalo from the 
Faculty of Pharmacy-Laboratory (Technical 
category) and Angelita Guinto from the      
Ecclesiastical Publications Office (Professional 
category).  

Mr. Tolentino, a support staff assigned at the 
Senior High School Library, received the “St. 
Joseph” award together with Jessie Carreon 
from the College of Rehabilitation Sciences,     
Alexander Perez and Joel Ovejera both from 

cont’d on page 9 

The UST Library passed the comprehensive 3-day re-certification 
ISO quality system audit held last April 25 – 27, 2018. It was     
started by an opening meeting on April 25, 2018, held at the                    
seminar-workshop rooms, UST Thomas Aquinas Research       
Complex (TARC) building. It tackled the expectation, methodolo-
gies, and approaches in the audit. The closing meeting held on 
April 27, 2018 at the Multi-function rooms, Albertus Magnus 
building,  discussed the results of the audit. Both meetings were 
attended by Ms. Ma. Cecilia Lobo, chief librarian, Ms. Diana     
Padilla, asst. chief librarian, and Ms. Anna Rita Alomo, the Quality 
Management Representative (QMR) for the Library. 

The Library has been preparing for more than a year for the said  
audit and part of it was informing and advising all its staff to     
review and update regularly the library forms, files and other  
related records in their respective sections that will support ISO’s 
actual requirements. 

ISO 9001:2015 standard is based on a number of quality          
management principles, including a strong customer focus; the 
motivation and implication of top management; and the process 
approach and continual improvement. Having an ISO audit      
program in place provides a good grounding in the root-cause 
analysis and management review thinking that is necessary on 
the operations and system of the Library. 

Engr. Roy Ramos, lead auditor from TUV SUD PSB Philippines Inc. 
and the assigned auditor for the Library, has collected audit     
evidence based on interviews, examination of documents,       
observation of activities and conditions, and existing Library 
transactions/operations. The auditing was meticulously executed 
by checking the status of a book requisition down to the basic 
process of checking out a book manually and thru the use of the  
self-check machine. Subsequently, Mr. Ramos explained that the 
true essence of the audit is not just always on sustaining the    
targets of one's key performance indicator (KPI). Instead, the  
outcome/output of each activity must be efficient and effective to 
meet the needs of the end users.  

The Library managed to deliver and performed well from this last 
audit. There were minor comments and suggestions that the      
Library administration needs to attend to in order to strengthen 
and enhance more its quality system. The success of the audit 
was the result of a mixture of hard work, determination,          
patience, and cooperation of the entire Library staff. 

Anna Rita L. Alomo  

Ma. Arleen M. Abad  

Some photos during the 11th Hiyas ng UST Awards:
(1) Service awardees, (2) special awardees, (3) MOE nominees, 
and (4) St. Joseph awardee 
awardees. 

 



      

                    JUNE 2018  │  5 
                News In-Print 

 

 

 

Michelle D. Bartolome, MSc (Faculty of Pharmacy Library Coordinator)  

Hilary Murillo and Chelsea Murillo  

Every year, our family looks forward to summer school 
break. We do a great deal of planning, deciding on the 
location and length of stay, examining and researching 
costs, and packing. Like many other travelers, we visit 
famous restaurants, tourist spots, and take as many 
photos as our cameras can hold. However, this year 
was different; we were given the privilege to work       
as volunteers in the Antonio Vivencio del Rosario UST 
Heritage  Library. It was definitely a new experience for 
us. We were able to meet the wonderful staff of the 
Heritage Library and work alongside them in the 
preservation, restoration, and repair of aged, and 
sometimes damaged books. From book binding to 
page-bleaching, we were taught how to do all these 
things. However, there were definitely some            
experiences that stuck out to us. 

One of our more memorable experiences was to line 
the edges and tears of broken pages with a special 
type of Japanese tissue. It was magical when we saw a 
thin layer of fiber holding pages together so strongly. 
We used a glue-like sap extracted from plants to stick 
the tissue to the   pages. Then, we were instructed to 
put enough glue to stick the cover on the spine. 

Another memorable experience we had was book 
binding. We were taught two rules. First, there are 
times wherein we need to break books in order to put 
them back together again; and second, there is no such 
thing as too much glue when binding books. This is 
because in book repair, there is no accurate measure-
ment on the amount of glue to be applied since it   
varies on the thickness of the material to be repaired. 
We were taught to tear every single page off of the 

book’s spine just to sew the pages 
together and glue them back to the 
spine. We learned the proper way 
of sewing the papers together so 
that none would slip out. We were 
told that we could also do these for 
magazines at home that were    
falling apart and even for our notes. 
We were also taught how to make 
covers and flyleaves for books that 
needed replacement. 

Aside from these, we were showed 
how to clean our book covers from 
developing molds. We would take  
a special sponge and simply rub 
around the cover of the book.  
After this, we moved on to           
dry and wet de-acidification. De-
acidification is a process wherein 
we brushed away acid from the 
pages with a chemical mixture or 
wash the papers with a liquified 
version of the chemical. For dry-
acidification, we would put the 
chemical onto the page then using 
circular  motion, we push it to the 
edge of the book with a brush. For 
wet de-acidification, we would 
spray the mixture to clean the 
page. Afterwards, we would take it 
into a room to air-dry the pages. 

We also observed how shredded 
fibers filled in holes of the pages 
with the help of the leaf casting 

cont’d on page 9 

The Faculty of Pharmacy and the UST Miguel de Benavides 
Library through the initiative of Ms. Michelle Bartolome, MSc, 
the library coordinator of the Faculty launched ‘LiB-bro.’ This is 
a series of library-related activities to raise students’ aware-
ness of various  library services and facilities. Activities include 
‘Shelfie’ at UST MdBL, Library Detective, Top Book Borrowers 
(Student and Faculty Category) and On-the-Spot Challenge. 
These activities were part of a week-long festivity of the    
Pharmacy Week 2018 held last March 12-16, 2018. Winners 
received certificates, tokens and prizes and were awarded   
during the Purple Ribbon Awards at the Central  Laboratory 
Auditorium by Prof. Aleth Therese Dacanay, Ph.D, Dean of the 
Faculty of Pharmacy, Ms. Ma. Cecilia Lobo, Chief Librarian,   
Ms. Diana Padilla, Asst. Chief Librarian and Ms. Bartolome. 

Some photos during the 11th Hiyas ng UST Awards: 
(1) Service awardees, (2) special awardees, (3) MOE nominees,  
and (4) St. Joseph awardee (first from left), together with his fellow 
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OUTREACH  

Marilou G. Palermo  

Last April 15, 2018, UST Librarians Rosemary Balbin and Marilou 
Palermo voluntarily joined the annual fund run called “KISLAP 7: 
Butil Night Race: Embracing Differences Across Borders,” with the 
theme Run for a cause, help send someone to school. This was 
sponsored by the USTbongRunong Coordinating Council under the 
umbrella of the Student Organization Coordinating Council. The 
program started at four o’clock in the afternoon at the UST Campus 
with more than one thousand participants. The three hundred fifty 
pesos (Php 350) registration fee will be a big help to send someone 
to school. Ten (10) of its scholars who come from indigent families 
are now studying in the different colleges of Bulacan, Antipolo and 
Marikina City. The night fund race lasted almost three hours. Each 
participant received a neon plastic bracelet for every kilometer run 

and was rewarded with a lanyard and certificate after 
completing the 5 kilometers race. The activity culminated 
with a live band performance from the Filipino pop band 
Orange and Lemons. 

by Diana Marie V. Israel 
(Working Scholar from the  
Junior High School Library) 

Last May 20, 2018, the annual 
treat for the graduating San 
Lorenzo Ruiz scholars of the 
library was held. The call time 
was at 7 a.m. in front of the 
Miguel de Benavides Library in 
UST. It was a bit early for me, 
but since this will be our last  
bonding time with other work-
ing scholars and with our own respective supervisors, 
my sleepiness was  replaced with excitement.  
 
After a fast and peaceful travel from UST to AnR Events 
Place in Pandi, Bulacan, a Mass was held with the     
Prefect of Libraries, Fr. Angel Aparicio, OP, as the main 
celebrant. As a graduating working scholar, it enlightened 
me towards the next chapter of my life.  The place was 
simple yet spacious; there was a swimming pool, karaoke, 
and a room for us to stay. Before the fun began, our 
stomach was filled with delicious snacks. After settling 
down, the scorching heat did not stop us from dipping 
into the pool.  While we were having fun, refreshments 

cont’d on page 8 

UST librarians Balbin and Palermo (standing 2nd and 3rd from left) 

 Some photos taken during the activity as the working scholars enjoy 
the company of the library administrators and staff. 
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UST Library receives… from page 1 frequent researcher at the 
Graduate School Section. He 
reads related studies for his 
paper titled “A Causal Analysis 
of Brent Crude Oil and WTI 
Crude Oil Prices to the Stock 
Prices of Listed Oil and Petro-
leum Companies in the Philip-
pines.”  
 

He wrote an inspiring mes-
sage on the book he donated 
and gave permission to      

UST Librarians participate in the LIS Colloquy 2018 
Marilou G. Palermo 

The University of Santo Tomas Bachelor of Library 
and Information Science (BLIS) in coordination with the 
UST College of Education sponsored a seminar 
entitled “2018 Library and Information Science Colloquy: 
Technology and Research Competencies for   
Library and Information Professionals.” This was 
held on April 25, 2018 at the Lourdes J. Custodio 
ICD Room, Albertus Magnus Building. It was 
attended by UST Librarians, Marilou Palermo, 
and Sabina Viernes. The program started with an         
Invocation led by Mr. Kristan Fernando Ileto, a 
BLIS senior student. Prof. Nora J. Claravall, Ed.D., 
BLIS faculty member, gave the welcome remarks. 
It was followed by the introduction of the guest 
speakers, and the panel of reactors by UST BLIS 
Program Coordinator, Asst. Prof. Ma. Pri-Ann M. 
Tinipunan. 
 

The resource speaker was Prof. Yuen-Shien 
Tseng, PhD., professor and chair of the Graduate 
Institute of Library and Information Studies, National 
Taiwan Normal University. His research interests 
are on information retrieval, text mining,              
scientometrics, natural language processing and 
their applications in education and learning. He 

had a series of international conferences, workshops and academic 
activities on the topic of research. In addition, he has already pub-
lished more than 50 journal articles and 80 conference papers. His 
talk was entitled “LIS Program in Taiwan: Challenge and Opportunity 
in the Digital Era.” He presented the LIS program in Taiwan which is 
offered in some universities in their country. He also mentioned the 
history of Taiwan National University. Other topics that he discussed 
were the following: paradigm of data-driven science; information 
technology related to vast collection and word embedding; the   
impact of information technology available in different websites 
such as Yahoo, Google, Google Scholar, You Tube, commercial data-
bases for libraries; pattern of the platform in Web communication; 
and trend of information technology in Taiwan and its challenges. 
 

The panel of reactors consisted of Prof. Claravall, Ms. Kristi Ma.  
Fevie Macasaet, asst. head librarian of UST MdBL, Science and Tech-
nology Section, and Ms. Ma. Eunicia Flora E. Sagun, a BLIS senior 
student who shared her insights about the topic discussed by Prof. 
Tseng.  
 

This was the first seminar organized by BLIS and the UST College of 
Education that aims to provide a platform for BLIS faculty and     
students in order to share knowledge and explore new trends in the 
field of Library and  Information Science.  

publish it in order to motivate individuals with autism as well 
as for others to become aware of what autism is from his 
personal perspective and experience. It reads as  follows: 
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standards for the betterment of the legal education in the country. 
 

The legal research topics were tackled by speakers from different 
types of libraries and branches of government. Mr. Alvin Halcon     
represented the Academe; Mrs. Milagros Santos-Ong, the Judiciary; 
and Mrs. Emma Rey for the Legislative. From the Executive branch of 
the government, Ms. Danica Orcullo discussed Executive Order No. 2, 
s. 2016 or the “Freedom of Information.” 
 

In other notable presentations, Ms. Ma. Luisa Madlangbayan,         
Supreme Court supervising judicial staff officer, discussed the types of 
law libraries and its collection, mode and issues in acquisitions, organi-
zation of collections and the practices of law libraries. Ms. Efer Jhan  
Margarett Nierras, Manulife data services librarian, discussed libraries 
as stewards of information and knowledge; and knowledge manage-
ment (KM), its processes and building of KM portal. Atty. Dexter     
Feliciano, MBA-JD, CEO, Thinc Office Corp., discussed fake news and 
how to spot them. Lastly, Mr. Jose Marie Callueng, College Editors 
Guild of the Philippines president, discussed the basics of the 
“fundamental right to free speech and expression.” 
 

Section 8 of LEBMO No. 16 requires the law librarian to possess train-
ing in legal bibliography, legal research, and law library management 
conducted by a professional association of law librarians. With this in 
mind, academic law librarians responded positively, as evidenced by a 
good number of attendees in the seminar, majority of whom comes 
from private and public law school libraries, taking seriously their part 
in improving Philippine legal education. 

associate dean for Instruction and Research of the College of Engi-
neering, UP–Diliman. The third lecture focused on the topic “How 
to develop and sustain a makerspace” which was discussed by Dr. 
Joel de Castro, dean, College of Information and Communications 
Technology, West Visayas State University. He emphasized that 
the maker movement is about teaching and learning that is     
focused on student-centered inquiry. The fourth lecture was   
entitled “Synergy through collaboration.” This was presented by 
Ms. Maxie Doreen Cabarron, director of Libraries, University of 
San Carlos. She emphasized that the aim of the collaboration is to 
produce synergy, that is, outcomes that are only possible by 
working with others. 
 

Likewise, educational resources presentations were given in    
between lectures by Grammarly, Elsevier, McGraw-Hill, MAKERCE 
– Mini Maker Mind Meet, Euromonitor International and          
Vital Source Bridge. Afterwards, participants were given the     
opportunity to meet the different resource providers to learn 
more about their products and services. A social night was also 
organized to give chance to meet and join with fellow librarians 
from various parts of the country.  
 

The following day, a topic on “Nourishing a culture of research” 
was presented by Dr. Genaro V. Japos, president of the Philippine 
Association of Institutions for Research, Inc. He discussed the sig-
nificance of  searching in the Philippine e-Journals (PEJ) database 
in making research. Dr. Japos was also tasked to recap all the  
lectures and presentations done by the invited resource speakers.  

and snacks were continuously being served. Everything was  
perfect! 
 

Lunch was served at 12 noon. There were a lot of dishes to 
choose from. After a very fulfilling meal, we were back in the 
game. We splashed down by the pool and played various 
games. We also took pictures as many as we can. We savored 
every moment that we still have. 
 

The day ended with a group photo with all the participants. We 
got back to UST before 6 p.m. It was a bright, sunny, and a very 
eventful day.  
 

about the benefits of union cataloguing. He explained how libraries 
share with one another the high-quality library metadata and biblio-
graphic records thru union catalogues. He said that the collaborative 
nature of these catalogues help libraries take advantage of linked 
data opportunities to lessen their workloads and to increase their 
online presence and discoverability. It is a significant platform on 
how to examine and create the future for library services as "it is one 
of the earliest manifestations of library automation and has been 
remarkably resilient feature of the library landscape."  

This seminar provided a unique convergence of learning,  networking 
and fun for the participants. A group photo opportunity capped the 
fruitful 2-day seminar.    

 

For this year, six librarians from the UST Library were honored. The 
Gawad Benavides (length of service) were given to the following   
dedicated and loyal librarians: Rosemary B. Balbin, gifts and exchange 
librarian (20 years), Marilou G. Palermo, cataloger (25 years), Teresa 
F. Estoya, head librarian, Music Section and Nora M. Matawaran, 
head librarian, Serials Section (both 30 years), and Juanita D. Subaldo, 
head librarian, Humanities Section (35 years). The Gawad San        
Raymundo de Peñafort was awarded to Michelle M. San Gabriel, 
head librarian of the Ecclesiastical Faculties Library, as the 

“Natatanging Librarian” for this year. This is the third time for 
Mrs. San Gabriel to receive such award. 
 

Teaching is a noble profession and that, educators deserve to be 
recognized for their dedication and loyalty in molding the minds 
of the youth. To all the awardees you are truly an inspiration to 
everyone.  
   

              Congratulations!  
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the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery. This 
award is bestowed to deserving support 
staff who has completed the school year 
with perfect attendance. 

Intermission numbers were presented by 
members of the Support staff and a guest 
singing priest, Fr. Romy Tuazon from the 
Diocese of Caloocan. 

The “Hiyas ng UST” awards, spearheaded 
by the Human Resource Department, is an 
annual event of the University to show 
appreciation for the unwavering dedica-
tion, excellent service and loyalty of the 
Support Staff.  

The University of Santo Tomas 
Education High School (UST-
EHS) Library in coordination 
with the Book Lovers’ Club, 
organized its annual 3-day 
book fair last March 20-22, 2018 
at the Albertus Magnus    
Building (Fence Area). The  
ribbon cutting was headed by 
Assistant Professor Leonila 
Wilhelmina Baltazar, UST EHS 
principal assisted by Ms. Ma. 
Cecilia Lobo, chief librarian and 
Ms. Diana Padilla, assistant 
chief librarian. Among the 
attendees were: Ms. Maria 
Eloisa Clarice de Guzman, UST 
EHS library  coordinator, mem-
bers of the Book Lovers Club, 
some faculty members and 
selected librarians. Fully Booked was the participating book dealer who offered a 20% 
discount from the total sales in the form of book rewards. 

Also, the awarding of the top ten (10) book borrowers for A.Y. 2017-2018 was held. 
Below are their names and respective year level and sections: 
 

 

Book fair is one of the activities of the EHS Library held once a year that features    
bestsellers, graphic novels, and other educational materials. It provides wonderful 
selection of engaging and affordable books for every reading level. 

machine. First, the paper fibers would be 
blended in with water and tweaked to get 
the correct color of the paper. It would 
then be poured into the machine, and the 
page-restoring process would begin. 

Despite all the knowledge we have       
acquired, the most important thing we 
learned to do was to care for the books. 
We became more aware of how many 
books needed help and how we could help 
them. We hope and pray that the Heritage 
Library will continue to     gather the re-
sources to help restore the remaining 
books back to their former    glory. All the 
books that are being restored are timeless 
and beautiful in a way we cannot explain. 
These books, as small as they may be, hold 
a vast amount of knowledge that one can-
not explore by reading just once. Our ex-
perience of    holding and helping these 
books is not one that we would trade for 
anything else. This summer has truly been 
a special, eventful, and beautiful one that 
we would not trade anything for. 
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Perseverance and enthusiasm are the characteristics students should 
possess. Perseverance teaches one to be patient and to endure the 
struggles that one encounters in life. At the end of the day, I am 
forever thankful for this opportunity that was given to me. It was 
not easy, I was pushed to my limits and I thank the Lord that I 
was able to do it. I dedicate this achievement to God and to my 
parents and friends as well. I thank those people who  became a 
part of me throughout my journey as a working scholar. THANK YOU 
LORD!!! 

Throughout my years of being a student assistant, I have learned to 
manage my time properly and I have also learned the importance of hard 
work. Time management is something difficult to do especially if you are 
a working student. But the challenges that came with it made me    
responsible enough to cherish my time both in my studies and my duty in 
the Library. I would like to thank God for continuously guiding me. I am 
proud to dedicate my achievement as a student assistant to my family 
who has always been there for me in times of my struggles. Likewise, I 
thank Ma’am Abby and the rest of my General Circulation family for 
molding me into who I am today and for all the unforgettable moments 
we have shared together.  

In my four years of being a working scholar, I have experienced 
both hardships and success. Through this journey, I was able to 
equip myself with the rightful amount of competence necessary to 
face any difficulties, and learned the value of perseverance. My 
success would not be possible without the people who believe in  
me and continuously support me. I am eternally grateful and I 
dedicate my success to all the people who gave me a purpose to 
achieve my goals. To all the San Lorenzo Ruiz scholars, be brave 
to dream big for it is the first step to success! 
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Balancing both school and work is not an easy task, I’ve lost count of 
how many times I have wished for days to be longer because most of 
the time, 24 hours is not enough to do all my school works, and still 
have sufficient amount of sleep. However, these challenges and struggles 
have made me the person I am today. Through my scholarship, I was able 
to value time and eventually, come to the  realization that every second 
we have is an opportunity for us to do something substantial and worthy. 
I was able to achieve all these thru the constant love and support that 
my family and friends have given me. To my JHS Library family, Ma’am 
Fatima, Ma’am Rose, Ma’am Irish and Ma’am Girlie, who were my mentors 
and friends during my stay. Congratulations, batch 2018! We did it! 

Being a San Lorenzo Ruiz scholar for four years was surely not an 
easy task, but it is indeed one of the most unforgettable moments of 
my life. As a working scholar, I had a hard time balancing my academic 
life, work life, social life, and trying to excel in all of these aspects 
all at the same time. Aside from honing my time management, multi-
tasking, and interpersonal skills, I guess the greatest lesson that I 
have learned is never to doubt yourself and underestimate your capa-
bilities. Yes, having the title "Working Scholar" demands a lot of   
energy and sacrifice, but in the end, everything is worth it. I couldn’t 
have done it without my librarians, support staff, and my co-working 
scholars who were always there to support and guide me. Salamat  
UST, Salamat Miguel de Benavides Library. 

u DANO, LAUREANA MARIE M. 
BS Accountancy 

College of Accountancy  
(Serials Section) 

My first experience of being a San Lorenzo Ruiz Scholar (SLRS) was at the 
Secretary General’s Office where I met my first work family, even if I 
stayed there for just one semester. Later, I was assigned at the  Miguel de 
Benavides Library - Humanities section which became a huge part of my college 
life. Being a SLRS was undeniably difficult but it helped me develop my social 
maturity, work ethics, time management and my sense of  initiative. I would 
not have been able to pass the challenges of being a working scholar without 
the help of my family, loved ones, friends, my Secretary General Office family, 
my Humanities Section family and most especially, God, whom I dedicate these 
unforgettable learning experiences in my stay here in UST. And for my       
co-scholars, always remember that you can do it! Just believe in yourself that 
you can, and have faith in what God has in store for you.    

Being an accountancy student, BOMBARDED with dozens of mind-cracking  
exams and being a student assistant at the same time, was definitely a 
challenging journey. I have learned to be creative to properly discipline and 
manage myself. I thank God for His grace and unending mercy and love;  
to my immediate supervisor Ma'am Lai and to Ma'am Daisy who have been 
so understanding and supportive and for giving us a second home; to my  
co-scholars, and to my Serials family as a whole; and to my family and 
loved ones. Lastly, to the University for giving me this opportunity, I will 
forever be grateful and will never forget to look back. Thank you so 
much!  
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“May duty pa ko,” a sentence I often told to myself and to others when-
ever I had to go rushing from the real world, Albertus Magnus to another 
sphere, the Miguel de Benavides Library. Being a student and a San    
Lorenzo Ruiz scholar is a privilege coupled with great responsibility. It 
helped me grow personally and professionally. I would like to express my  
sincere gratitude to God for giving me this opportunity and also to the 
people  behind this success most especially the General Circulation Section 
family. Lastly, the University of Santo Tomas, my second home for the 
past four years, thank you for acknowledging my skills and  passion.  

The few months that I’ve spent as a working scholar unleashed          
something in me that I didn’t know it exists. It was a roller coaster       
experience. I kept asking myself how would I be able to make it with all 
the tremendous school work together with my work in the library. But 
through God’s grace, I was able to make it! With this experience, I became 
a better person, ready to face the challenges in the real world. But one 
thing that I will never forget the most is the moment that I had with my 
department – the Junior High School family; it was fun working with them. 

Giving service to the Library for four years as a San Lorenzo Ruiz  
scholar has been tough but a thrilling roller-coaster ride. Being a student 
alone was truly difficult for I have to meet deadlines, sacrifice sleep, and 
be emotionally ready for any unexpected events that may come along the 
way. As a scholar, it trained me to prioritize my work and to always put 
my best in everything that I do. For this, I would like to thank Jhea 
Mendoza for being there always whenever I needed her; to Ma’am    
Jenneth Capule for being an understanding superior and who acted like a 
second mother to us; and to my family to whom I dedicate these 
achievements. Believe in yourself even when you are at the lowest point in 
your life for you will soon taste the sweet success of your hard labor.   

I became a San Lorenzo Ruiz scholar during my last year in the     
University. I faced a lot of struggles but it definitely shaped me to be 
the best person that I could be. I encountered hindrances, joyous    
moments, sleepless nights, and anxious mornings and I can say that it 
molded me to be strong and independent. If people would ask me what is 
the best thing that happened in my life, I would say that it was my 
scholarship. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my Head 
Librarian, Mrs. Leonila M. Manuel, to my co-working scholars, Sarah, Gab, 
and Jhea, to my parents, and most especially, to God.  
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As a working scholar of the University, I need to be flexible to be able 
to attend to all my responsibilities. I have to be in different platforms to 
serve all my duties as a daughter, a student, a working scholar, and a 
student leader. This life chapter wouldn’t be complete if there are no 
laughters, tears, joy, stresses, or any possible mundane emotions. It taught 
me to fight and never give up. I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my gratitude to my Head Librarian, Mrs. Jenneth G. Capule, who 
has been my second mother in the University, to my co-working scholars, 
especially Pauleen Masangkay, Kiarastel Lleno, to my ate Elizabeth    
Francisco, and to all the Librarians and library staff, especially to      
Ms. Fevie Macasaet, Mrs. Leonila Manuel, and Mrs. Lilibeth Cardenas, for 
guiding us to become the best persons that we can be.  

To be a working scholar is really one of the greatest blessings that I 
have  received in my college life. I can never forget when someone said 
“Hinding hindi kita malilimutan kapag abogado na ako” and “alam mo,    
naiinspire ako sa’yo.” That really touched and motivated me to continue 
and give my all. Being a scholar has been a heartwarming and a        
character-building experience. I was able to interact with different     
people which really opened the doors for me to develop confidence. I  
dedicate this achievement to my family who  provides me with an            
unfailing support and encouragement. Also, I would like to express my     
sincerest gratitude to my immediate supervisor, Sir Jonas Sahagun, who 
has always been very understanding and patient, and to my friends, for 
being there always, adjusting to my time and for constantly              
reminding me of my duty.  

Charlotte Eriksson once said that “I have lost and loved and won and 
cried myself to the person I am today.” It surprised me of how one 
quote could describe the entirety of my four-year stay in the          
University, both as a student and as a working scholar. Being a working 
scholar since my freshman year forced me out of my comfort zone    
to grow and develop in ways that the “past me” wouldn’t have even  
imagined. The time I have spent as a working scholar also taught me 
courage. I wouldn’t have survived this long without the help and support 
of my family, my friends who have listened to my worries and advised 
me, as well as the guidance of the librarians from the Science and 
Technology section. Lastly, this wouldn’t have been possible without UST, 
to which I am eternally grateful for giving me a chance to hone my  
potentials.  
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As a working scholar, I have developed the art of perseverance and    
determination. I learned that the key to overcoming hardships is to always 
keep on trying while thinking of where you want to be in the future. I 
have learned many things and experienced hardships, which made me a 
better person. I am most grateful to my Serials section family and     
to my Junior High School family for they were there to support and    
understand our endless conflicts with our schedules and even with personal 
matters at times. I dedicate this milestone in my life to my family and 
most especially, to God, who has been my Great Provider. 

When I first walked in the Library as a working scholar, I felt the 
strong responsibility on my shoulder – my studies and my work. The 
most memorable experience I had was meeting new people, both young 
and old. I learned a lot of things from them. I would like to give my 
sincerest gratitude to my Circulation family, Ma’am Abby, Ma’am  
Badette and Ma’am Beth for always supporting me and teaching me a 
lot of things. To my fellow working scholars, good luck to us and may 
we always strive to be the best. To Fr. Aparicio and to all the staff 
and librarians, even though you do not know me by name, I learned a 
lot of work ethics. Lastly, to God for being my best guide. 

Being a student assistant requires not only physical presence but 
mental as well. To be able to maintain both my scholarship and    
academic standing, I have learned the virtues of patience and    
courage. Significant sacrifices and challenges in life, family, and   
career also came throughout the journey that deeply taught me to 
embrace difficulties in life. However, all those hardships of being a 
student assistant made my college life more colorful. Without them, I 
would not be able to appreciate life better and God’s grace as well. 
To my beloved parents, the primary reason for starting and staying 
on this journey, you are and will forever be my source of strength in 
whatever life may bring. This is not the end, actually, but the start 
of repaying back your show of endless love for me. 
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Working in a library is an advantage for me as a Library and        
Information Science student. Being exposed to library operations, I   
became familiar with the processes and with environment of the work-
place. I also experienced handling different kinds of people every day.  
I dedicate this success to all the people who patiently guided,     
supported, and believed in me throughout my journey as a student   
assistant especially to my family and friends. To my Filipiniana Section 
family --- Ma’am Catherine de Leon, Ma’am Serena Alejo, and to my 
co-working scholars. To my Tita Odette Manzano-Beljot --- who   
encouraged and helped me throughout my Thomasian journey, agyaman 
nak kanyam tita. And to our ever-loving and generous God, thank you 
for all the blessings, strength, and guidance that You have given me. 
Lastly, to my beloved University of Santo Tomas, thank you for this 
life-changing opportunity.  

At first, I don’t know if I can survive managing my time as a working 
scholar and as a student; but gradually, I learned to manage my time 
efficiently. If I’m done with my work and my supervisors allow me to 
take a break, I used this time to study. Words cannot fully express my 
gratitude and appreciation towards my library family - Ma’am Abby, 
Ma’am Beth, Ma’am Badette, Kuya Karl, Kuya Paul, my                   
co-working scholars - Ian, Joy, Arrianne, Danica, Angge, and Adrian.  
Thank you for being so  understanding and warm to me, for treating me 
like a family, and for all the lessons I learned. I thank God and my 
family who always support me. Lastly, I would like to dedicate this     
to myself “for all the sacrifices you made, here you are and I’m proud 
of you.” 

Being an accountancy student and a working scholar is not an    
advisable combination in one's college life. For almost 5 years, my 
everyday life was challenged academically through numerous school 
works, and physically, through numerous workloads in the Library. 
Indeed, my years in the University were filled with lots of    
sacrifices. But eventually, I learned how to strategically manage 
my time to do my work efficiently. Most importantly, I learned 
that the secret to productivity is rest. You can always give your 
best effort when your body is at its best. Truly, I am blessed 
to be given this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to grow by our 
Almighty Father. To the Social Sciences section, thank you for 
being my second family in UST. Lastly, to all the people who  
never lost faith in me especially my mom. I owe you this success!  
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Ms. Maria Eloisa Clarice H. de Guzman 
Education High School 

These days, I rarely see a child reading a book; a book made out of paper 
with scribbles of printed letters across each page; a book that is not only 

being read to fulfill a requirement; a book being read by choice 
and out of love.   

In a 2014 survey conducted by Scholastic, a 
children's book publisher, on 1,000 children 
ages 6 to 17, only 31 percent said they read a 
book for fun, down from 37 percent four years 
ago. 

Today’s generation of learners is mostly      
technology dependent, and the  g r e a t e s t      
challenge now is bringing back the fire that 
reading once held for so long with the hope 
that it will ultimately lead to the rekindling of 
the art that is almost obsolete, or worse, lost.    

When I had been assigned as the library        
coordinator of the Education High School (EHS), 
I could already imagine the gravity of the        
responsibility and the weight of the demands 
that might actually come along with the title.  

As a matter of fact, during my first year as the 
coordinator, I was given the opportunity to 
work hand in hand with the former librarian of 
the EHS, Ms. Angelica Frances Ciar. According 
to her, there was never a need to require the 
EHS students to go to the library, for they     
actually went there on their own to borrow 
books and maximize the use of computers to 
accomplish most of their academic require-
ments. With the assistance of Ms. Ciar, we were 
able to establish the project DEAR Time – Drop 
Everything and Read. The main objective of 
DEAR Time is to encourage leisure reading by 
giving students the opportunity to read a book 
of their choice inside the classroom. However, 
some students have been using the DEAR Time 
to review for their upcoming tests. What we 

were hoping was that they would actually use the 
time given to them to read books they enjoy. 
Some students actually came to school prepared 
with the book that they were currently reading or 
wanted to read, and they were very thankful for 
the opportunity to read what they love inside the 
classroom. Based on the evaluation, majority      
of the students liked and enjoyed each DEAR 
Time opportunity. Some of the students even          
commented that they love this activity because it 
often serves as a breather from all the pressure 
and stress they are experiencing. 

One of the best parts of working as the library 
coordinator is having the opportunity of working 
closely with the students. In EHS, we have an   
organization that promotes love for reading, and 
we call it the Book Lovers’ Club headed by their 
hardworking president, Daryl Monzon of 10 – 
Honesty. Earlier this year, the "Book Lovers’ Club 
in cooperation with the EHS librarian, Mrs.      
Leonila Manuel, spearheaded the “Book Week” 
celebration with events like book fair held last 
March 20-222, 2018 by Fully Booked, and some 
performances wherein selected EHS students 
were given the opportunity to act out excerpts of 
some selected famous classic   novels.  

As a whole, I would like to thank the members of 
the Book Lovers’ Club, the librarians and the   
entire EHS community for their support. Rest  
assured that we will continue the projects we 
have started and add more for the future batches 
of EHS.  

 


