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 T he opening of a Senior 
High School (SHS) in 

the University of Santo Tomas 
necessitates careful planning and 
knowing the best practices of 
schools which have pioneered in 
the use of modern technology in 
the field of education.  
 
 The closest that we could get 
to serve our purpose is the Esco-
la São Paulo in Macau which is 
run by Dominican Fathers and 
one of the leading schools in   
Macau with a project that makes 
heavy and comprehensive use of 
proven information technologies.  

 
 It was then decided that four (4) people would go on November 16, 2015 to 
benchmark.  They were: Fr. Angel Aparicio, O.P. (Prefect of Libraries),  Assoc. Prof. Pilar 
I. Romero (Principal, UST Senior High School),  Ms. Estrella S. Majuelo (Chief            
Librarian),  and Ms. Ma. Cecilia D. Lobo (Acquisitions Librarian).  
 
 Upon our visit to the school, our attention was immediately caught by some of the 
modern features the school offers. It is actually a very good school to benchmark for 
our future Senior High School. Our group was impressed with the facilities and the 
manner by which classroom studies are being conducted.   
 
 The whole morning was spent at the school 
hall where discussion on the brief history of the 
school, the different school activities, and the 
learning environment had been conducted; these 
were all shared by the school p r i n c i p a l,              
Fr. Alejandro Salcedo, OP. Selected students were 
also present to contribute in the dialogue thru 
their knowledge and experiences with the school. 
After which, a team toured our group to the    
different facilities like the campus, the library, the 
IT room and in the classrooms. We were          
impressed with how lessons are carried on.      
Students are no longer using books or textbooks 
but each one has a laptop where the teacherõs lessons are set up and where everyone 
can follow and participate (not the usual raising of hand and recitation). In this    
method, the teacher can right away check who understand and who do not, the lessons 
being discussed, an entirely different technique from the traditional that is still being      
practiced in most schools.  
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The UST group with Fr. Salcedo (2nd from left). 

Fr. Aparicio being interviewed by a 

student. 
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UST faculty members and University  

officials on K -12 

ôDigital Forensics 101õ 

 A s mandated by the 2013 Enhanced Basic     
Education Act (RA 10533), K to 12 will be   

implemented in the Philippine educational system. 
The K -12 program covers thirteen (13) years of basic       
education with the following key stages: Kindergarten 
to Grade 3; Grades 4 to 6; Grades 7 to 10 (Junior High 
School); and Grades 11 and 12 (Senior High School). 
 

 In preparation for the implementation of the     
program, the UST Faculty Union invited Prof. Clarita 
D. Carillo, Ph.D., vice rector for Academic Affairs and 
Assoc. Prof. Pilar I. Romero, Ph.D., principal of the 
UST Senior High School for a dialogue to discuss the 
plans of the University in view of the forthcoming     
implementation of the K -12 law. It was held last        
October 21, 2015 at the UST Alfredo M. Velayo -
College of Accountancy Multipurpose Hall.  
 

 Dr. George Lim, USTFU president, first met with 
the faculty members regarding the plans and actions 
being taken by the organization in preparation for the 
program implementation in the university. He        
reminded the faculty members to voice out their     
issues and concerns that would greatly affect their 
teaching load. He further reminded them to prepare 
themselves for the uncertainty of what will be the    
effect of the K-12. 
 

 Prof. Carillo on the other hand mentioned the  
developments, status and actions taken by the universi-
ty officials on this issue. Inquiries regarding the pro-
gram include: teaching load; possibility of transferring 
from college to Senior High School and other related       
matters. The university officials could not give yet a   
specific number of enrollees for the coming school 
year. According to them, the number of enrollees 
would   determine the number of teaching loads that 
would be given each faculty member.  
 

 The K -12 created a feeling of uncertainty and fear 
because of the changes it brings to the teaching career 
of the faculty members. As what the USTFU president 
has said, òbe prepared, look for alternatives and       
prepare a letter of intent to teach in the Senior High 
School.ó Prof.  Carillo and  Assoc. Prof. Romero agreed 
on the suggestions from the USTFU officials.   
 

 It is their hope that issues and other concerns 
would be properly addressed and that the teaching job 
of faculty members would not be jeopardized.  

Marilou G. Palermo 

 T he Association of Special   
Libraries of the Philippines 

(ASLP) in partnership with the      
Philippine National Police (PNP)     
Anti -Cybercrime Group and the     
Department of Budget and Manage-

ment (DBM) organized a forum entitled Digital         
Forensics 101: Securing Electronic Files in Libraries and 
Information Centers.  This was held on September 28, 
2015 at the Multi -Purpose Hall DBM, Malacañang    
Palace Complex, San Miguel, Manila. DBM Secretary, 
Florencio B. Abad, delivered the welcome address.  

 SPO1 Noel B. Cuestas of PNP Anti-Cybercrime 
Group was one of the speakers. He is a digital forensic 
examiner who has expertise in gathering, analyzing and 
presenting data evidence from computers and other      
d i g i t a l media related to computer -based and              
non-cybercrimes. His discussion focused on investigating  
cases concerning identity, theft, electronic fraud and 
various types of scams. He also tackled other topics    

contôd on page 8 

 

SPO1 Samenian as he 

delivers his talk. 
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National consultation on PRECUP  
in libraries  

Seminar on Research 

contôd on page 9 

 I  n accordance with the provision of Republic Act 
7722, otherwise known as òHigher Education 

Act of 1994,ó the Commission on Higher Education 
(CHED) endorsed a free one -day workshop organized 
by the iGroup Asia -Pacific/LibTech Source Philippines, 
Incorporated. It happened last November 10, 2015 at 
the Bahia Function Room, InterContinental Hotel,  
Makati City. It was entitled òResearch Best Practicesó 
with researchers, faculty members and fellow librarians 
as the participants. The event aimed to increase the visi-
bility and accessibility of published paper; to increase 
the chance of getting publications cited; to disseminate 
the publications by using òResearch Toolsó effectively; 
and to increase the chance of research collaboration. 
 

 The conference started with an opening remarks 
delivered by Mr. Felix Gaston Jr., managing director of 
LibTech Source Philippines. It was followed by the talk 
of Ms. Jennifer Yong, a Solution consultant of iGroup 
Asia Pacific. Ms. Yong has in-depth knowledge of     
information solutions for publishing industry and has 
established professional connection within the eco-
system through her hands -on experiences working with 
librarians and researchers. As a consultant, she is      
actively promoting the best practices of research in   
using the right contents, analytics and tools to enhance 
the research performance at personal and institutional 
levels. She discussed Research 1-2-3: From author, to 
getting published and to get cited. She also revealed 
that the traditional way of making research impact is to 
publish oneõs work on the Institute for Scientific       
Information (ISI) journals.  
 

 Mr. Liang Hoe, the second speaker, is the          
Professional Development consultant for iGroup Asia 
Pacific. He has ten (10) years of experience in publish-
ing-education industry from textbook adoption to    
development program implementation across K -12 to 
higher education. He shared about emerging technolo-
gies and increasing competency skills through blended 
learning.  
 

 The third speaker was Ms. Iris Hsu, consultant of 
iGroup Asia Pacific Ltd. With 15 years of experience in 
sales and marketing for academic electronic resources, 
Ms. Hsu has extensive knowledge on research contents, 
digital libraries, open access, and trends in online pub-
lishing industry. At present, her focus is to materialize 
the concept of best research practice and share the idea 
by speaking in research conferences and related       contôd on page 9 

 T he National Library of the Philippines 
(NLP) through the National Commission 

for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) sponsored a two -
day National Consultation on Philippine Registry of 
Cultural Property (PRECUP) in Libraries. It was 
held last November 4 -5, 2015 at the Bayview Park 
Hotel, Manila. The objectives of the event were: to 
showcase the cultural functions of NLP in the       
society; to implement the Republic Act No. 10066, 
otherwise known as the National Heritage Protection 
Act of 2009; to develop the PRECUP in Libraries; to 
survey the state of Filipiniana collections in the  
country; and to empower the librarians, library   
managers and staff on their roles as cultural agents 
through lectures and training on the management 
and preservation of cultural heritage collections in 
libraries.  
 

The PRECUP is a cultural initiative of the National 
Library of the Philippines, funded and  supported by 
the NCCA since 2014. PRECUP as provided for in 
RA 10066 otherwise known as Philippine Cultural 
Heritage Act of 2009, is an instrument to protect, 
preserve, conserve and promote the nationõs cultural 
heritage, its property and histories, and the ethnicity 
of local communities; to establish and strengthen  
cultural institutions and; to protect cultural workers 
and ensure their professional development and well-
being. 

 
 In 2014, a National Committee on PRECUP was 
created to draft its guidelines. The University of  
Santo Tomas represented by its Chief Librarian,   
Ms. Estrella S. Majuelo, has been assigned as one of 
its members together with: University of the        
Philippines represented by Mr. Rodolfo Y. Tarlit, 
retired faculty, as chairperson; Ateneo de Manila 
University represented by its Director of Libraries, 
Mr. Vernon R. Totanes, as vice -chairperson; and 
Members: De La Salle University with its Director of 
Libraries, Ms. Ana Maria B. Fresnido, Filipinas       
Heritage Library Director, Ms. Suzanne Yupangco, 
and the Secretariat composed of NLP staff, namely, 
Ms. Susan J. Fetalco, chief, Filipiniana division,     
Ms. Anne Rosette G. Crelencia, Ms. Maricel M. Diaz 
and Ms. Asteria  Baloso.  
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òBeyond library orientation é ó 

 T he Ateneo de Manila University (AdMU) 
Grade School Katigbak  Educational & Media 

Center (KEMC) sponsored a half -day seminar-
workshop entitled òBeyond Library Orientation: The 
Media and Information Literacy Programó held last 
November 14, 2015. The event was attended by school 
librarians and other information professionals.  
 
The objectives of the seminar were the following: (1) to 
provide a clear picture of the librariansõ key role as   
educators and information specialists in the schoolõs 
academic program; (2) to promote the value of Media 
and Information Literacy as an integral part of the 
schoolõs curriculum; and (3) to come up with, and carry
-out a well-defined Media and Information Literacy 
Program.  
 
 Earlier in the program, one of the librarians of the 
AdMU Grade School, Mrs. Maria Victoria E. dela Cruz, 
willingly shared the results of her research on the     
Media and Information Literacy Program (MAIL     
Program) in which one of the objectives is to develop a 
set of modules on Grade 5 media instruction program. 
Mrs. Dela Cruz answered questions from the            
participants who wanted to clarify things and get ideas 
on how information literacy works, how to start doing it 
and how it will be applied in their own library. The 
speaker highlighted the big difference between library 
orientation and information literacy. She emphasized 
that librarians should not just stop after giving library 
orientation and tutorials but rather they need to push 
through in giving information literacy so that students 

 B enchmarking has become a trend not only for 
libraries but for other institutions as well in  

order to identify best practices in terms of technological 
advancement, infrastructure development, new trends 
and efficient services for libraries.  
 
 The Philippine Association of Academic and         
Research Librarians (PAARL) organized a four -day    
library tour in Japan dubbed as òPAARLõs Japan Endless 
Discovery Touró from October 21-24, 2015. The        
objectives of this activity were: to identify best practices 
in Japan libraries; learn new trends and concepts of   
library services; address issues and challenges; and to 
establish linkages with Japanese librarians. Ms. Estrella 
S. Majuelo, chief librarian and Ms. Ma. Cecilia D. Lobo, 
acquisitions librarians from the University of Santo    
Tomas Miguel de Benavides Library, participated in the 
said library tour.  
 
 Part of the itinerary were visits to libraries and     
museums in Tokyo including the National Diet Library 
(NDL). Founded in 1948, it is the sole national library in 
Japan which acquires, preserves and provides Japanese 
publications which are the nation's cultural and          
intellectual assets. The acquisition of library materials is 
mostly based on the Legal Deposit System, while       
publications published before the Legal Deposit System 
came into force, rare and old materials, manuscripts and 
foreign publications are collected through purchase,  
donation, etc. The Main Building of the National Diet 
Library has a centralized stack system with a total stack 
capacity of 4.5 million volumes. Major collections       
include: modern Japanese political history documents; 
shin-seifu koryo hassaku (eight articles of the new      
government plan) by Sakamoto Ryoma; materials      

Benchmarking in Tokyo, Japan  
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Ms. Balbin and Ms. Ramos (6th and 7th from left, respectively) 

contôd on page 10 

Ms. Majuelo and Ms. Lobo in front of the Izumi Library. 
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 L ast October 22, 2015, yours truly attended a 
book launching at the National Fisheries      

Research and Development Institute in Quezon City in 
line with the celebration of the Fisheries Week with the 
theme, òPinatatag na Batas ng Pangisdaan, Hakbang sa 
Pagkamit ng mas Masaganang K a r a g a t a n.ó This       
government  agency  teamed  up  with  D e u t s c h e           
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit     
headed by Mr. Berthold Schrim. With enough funding 
and support from this company, the authors, namely 
Moonyeen Nida Alava and Mudjkeewis Santos came up 
with the books entitled Pating Ka Ba? an Identification 
Guide to Sharks, Batoids, and Chimaeras of the       
Philippines, and the Philippine Aquatic Wildlife Rescue 
and Response Manual Series. As an attendee, the UST 

 òI   am a peace loving Muslim and not a        
terrorist,ó as emphasized by the  B r  i t i s h-
Pakistani prize-winning a n d critically         

acclaimed  novelist and scriptwriter Ms. Qaisra Shahraz 
in her lecture.  She was the invited speaker at the      
lecture program entitled òUsing Literature as a Tool to 
Build Bridges, Raise Awareness about Gender Issues 
and Promote Intercultural Dialogue,ó which w a s     
sponsored by the Faculty of Arts and Letters, Depart-
ment of Literature, together with the UST Center for 
Creative Writing and Literary Studies, the Research 
Center for Culture, Education and Social Issues, the 
UST Literary Society and the UST Graduate School.  
Ms. Shahraz was born in Pakistan, but was raised and 
lived in Manchester (UK). She obtained two masters 

NFRDI book launching  

contôd on page 10 

Meet the author ð Qaisra Shahraz 

Miguel de Benavides L i b r a r y luckily received          
complimentary copies of these books which will be  
added to its rich Filipiniana collection.  
 

 The event was well-attended by different repre -
sentatives from the government and private sectors. As 
the head of the Filipiniana section, I was asked by the 
Library administrators to attend.  From this, I came to 
know that Pating Ka Ba?é is the first book that is    
published locally to be used as a primary reference 
guide by  the local marine protectors throughout the 
country. Yours truly was also able to meet and greet 
the authors of the books. It was indeed a great          
experience to witness this book launching.  

degrees in English and in European literature and 
scriptwriting.  
 

 After Ms. Shahraz lecture last October 21, 2015 held 
at the Graduate School, she together with Ms. Joyce 
Arriola, chair of the UST Literature Department, visited 
the UST Miguel de Benavides Library particularly the 
university Archives and the Heritage Library. She       
donated to the Library two of her bestselling novels  
entitled Typhoon and Revolt.  
 

 Typhoon is a sequel to her book titled òThe Holy 
Woman.ó The story happened in Chiragpur, a Pakistani 
village, wherein the life of the people had been changed 
and traumatized by a courtroom story some twenty 
years ago. The book is about an exciting family saga of 
deception, bitterness and jealousy; a heart-breaking  
story of three young Muslim women.  
 

 The other book entitled Revolt is a family drama, 
love story, mixed marriage rich with contemporary   
issues, humor, tragedy and conflict. The story describes 
the trouble of a large family in the rural village of     
Gulistan in Pakistan. The story is focused mainly on the 
lives of  three rich sisters through which problems on 
tradition, culture, sexism and discrimination have been 
given emphasis. The author even uses some foreign 
language and at the back of each book, a glossary is   
provided to help in the translations.  
 

 Both stories are fictional, loaded in modern settings 
and characters and there is a very clear picture of     

Lady Catherine R. de Leon 

(L-R) Ms. Subaldo, Ms. Arriola, Ms. Shahraz,  and Ms. Santiago 


